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We  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood  but  against  prin  - 
cipalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  dark¬ 
less  ©f  this  world,  against  the  spiritual  hosts  of  wickedness 
in  the  heavenly  place. 

The  Christians  of  Malabar  believe  that  Christianity  has 
its  origin  in  Kerala  from  St  Thomas  in  the  very  first  cen¬ 
tury  and  that  we  have  our  Apostolic  succession  from  the 

* 

Church  of  Antioch.  The  Syrian  Orthodox  Patriarch  at  Antioch 
or  the  Catholicose  of  the  East  under  him. wielded  power  and 
control  of  the  Syrian  Church  in  India.  The  Portugese  had 
their  influence  over  the  ruling  princes,  tried  to  force 
the  Christians  here  to  surrender  to  the  Supermacy  of  the 
Pope  and  they  succeeded  in  that  to  a  great  extent.The 
establishment  of  an  empire  by  the  British  made  matters 
worse.  Due  to  their  interference ,£»  the  Church  got  split 
and  wasted  its  wealth  and  energy  in  strife  and  litigation. 

Now  the  Syrian  Church  in  Kerala  are  divided.  There  are 
the  Catholics  under  the  Pope,  the  Syrian  Orthodox  under 
the  Patriarch  of  Antioch  and  the  Protestants  and  the  Mar- 
thomites  who  call  themselves  independant. 

The  Protestant  influence  still  continues  in  the  Syrian 

i 

Church.  Young  men  from  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  go  for 
theological  study  in  the  western  theological  colleges 
sponsored  by  the  Protestants.  After  their  return  they  get 
ordained  priests  and  bishops. Almost  all  the  bishops  under 
the  excommunicated  Catholicose  Mar  Augen  and  who  want  to 
sever  the  connections  with  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch  are 
degree  holders  of  Protestant  theological  institutions .Paulose 
Mar  Gregorius,  formerly  Paul  Varghese,had  been  serving  in 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  many  years. He  has  studied 
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more  of  western  theology  than  eastern. If  at  all  he  has 
learned  anything  of  the  Syrian  *Church,  it  is  through 
the  interpretation  and  explanations  of  the  Protestant 
authors.  America, after  getting  independent,  established 
many  Universities  for  the  education  of  her  youth.  Inspite 
of  their  earnest  rigorous  struggle  for  the  advancement  of 
education, the  standard  was  found  to  be  far  below  the 
standard  of  German  Universities.  So  they  sent  their 
young  men  and  women  to  Germany  for  higher  studies  but 
they  went  theists  and  returned  atheists. Almost  the  same 
thing  has  happened  in  the  Syrian  Church  in  Kerala.Those 
who  had  their  theological  studies  in  Protestant  Universi¬ 
ties  imbibed  so  much  of  the  Protestant  theology  that  they 
began  to  slighten  and  criticise  the  fundamentals  and 
centuries  old  traditions  of  the  Eastern  Church,  particu¬ 
larly  of  their  own  mother  church.  In  addition  to  this  we 
are  destined  to  live  in  a  world  advocating  ideals  quite 
misguiding  and  confusing  to  the  youth. 

Communism  says,  forget  everything  and  give  sound  econo¬ 
mics. Nazism  wants  to  make  the  state  our  supreme  god  and 
advocates  blood  and  iron  policy .Fascism  follows  suit  and 
blow  the  same  trumpet.  Democracy  refuses  to  acknowledge 
defeat  and  believes  that  the  chief  panaeeiaof  all  ills 
is  with  it.  India,  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  such  a  world 
situation,  proclaims  ’’Away  with  religion”and  is  intoxi= 
cated  with  its  programme  of  national  reconstruction. 

The  main  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  plan  is  that  we 
do  not  have  the  right  type  of  men  whom  lure  of  office, 
bribery , falsehood  and  oppression  shall  never  touch. 
Christians  believe  this  can  be  remedied  only  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  path  of  Christianity. 

To  say  that  one  follows  a  religious  purpose  or  that  one 
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believes  in  God  is  not  the  trend  of  the  present  day. The 
culture  of  the  medieval  Europe  and  India  was  centred  in 
religion.  Painters, composers  and  scholars  had  religious 
themes  for  their  great  works. The  early  history  of  the  United 
States  is  deeply  coloured  by  religious  enthusiasm.  They  were 
times  which  saw  a  God  clearly  and  believed  that  the  Heavens 
rule  the  earth. Now  we  talk  about  chemistry , physiology  and 
economics  but  not  about  God  and  the  ungodly.  ’’The  wan  petals 
of  religion  node  on  a  weary  stem  in  the  barren  gardens  of 
modernity.”  Most  people  think  of  religion  as  out  of  place 
today  and  most  people  look  on  Christianity  as  transplanted 
and  therefore  out  of  place  in  India.  They  perhaps  do  not 
realise  that  religion  rightly  conceived  can  play  a  very  im¬ 
portant  part  in  one’s  life.  The  tendency  to  discard  religion 
may  be  compared  to  the  baby  being  thrown  out  with  the  bath¬ 
water  , abandoning  the  essential  in  the  process  of  cleansing. 
Dr.  Carl  Serwig,the  great  psychologist , has  remarked  ’’Among 
all  my  patients  in  the  second  half  of  their  life, there  has 
not  been  one  whose  problem  in  the  last  resort  was  not  that 
of  finding  a  religious  outlook  in  life”. 

’’The  blood  the tmartyrs^ was  the  seed  of  the  Church”in  the  ear 
liest  centuries. From  64  AD  to  the  time  of  Constantine  the  g*>© 
great  the  Christians  were  persecuted  in  all  parts  of  the  fie 
Roman  Empire^ Rome .Egypt, Asia  Minor,  Gaul, Africa, Bysantia) 
Lecky  says  "Noble  lives  crowned  by  heroic  death  were  the  te 
best  arguments  of  the  infant  church".  With  the  conversion  of 
Constantine,  Christianity  became  the  religion  of  the  Roman 
Empire  under  the  patronage  and  control  of  the  state.  Soon 
internal  strife  broke  out.  Christians  who  were  well  known 
for  their  love  and  moral  purity  became  a  community  of  inter¬ 
nal  disputes  and  divisions.  The  first  -rffumc 
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ecumenical  synod  appointed  patriarchs  as  the  supreme  heads 
of  the  Christian  Church*  The  Patriarch  of  Antioch  was  for 
Antioch  and  all  the  East. There  was  also  a  Catholicate  under 
him. There  were  instances  when  the  Catholicose  rebelled  against 
the  Patriarch  and  declared  independance  and  the  Patriarch 
dismissed  the  Catholicose  and  appointed  somebody  else  instead. 

These  facts  in  the  history  of  the  early  Christian 
church  has  to  be  taken  into  account  when  we  study  the  cause 
of  the  recent  troubles  taking  place  in  the  Syrian  church  in 
Kerala.  Whether  historians  agree  or  tenot , Christians  in  India 
believe  that  St  Thomas  came  to  India, preached  the  gospel, 
worked  miracles  and  formed  Christian  congregations  on  the  w 
western  and  eastern  eee4e  coasts  of  this  large  subcontinent. 

The  Church  was  born  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire  on 
the  first  Pentecost  day. Christ  had  promised  to  found  it  on 
Peter. He  was  chosen  to  represent  the  good  shepherd  from 
among  the  twelve  apostles  before  He  ascended  to  His  Father. 
Simon  He  surnamed  Peter(Rock) .  He  said  “Upon  this  rock  I 
will  build  my  Church”. He  was  given  charge  to  feed  the  lambs 
and  tend  the  sheep.  When  Simon  was  surnamed  Peter  by  our  Lord, 
He  was  perhaps  not  unaware  of  the  rock  mentioned  in  48/2- 
Psalm  l8/2.The  structure  of  the  Church  had  to  be  framed. 

There  was  the  body  of  disciples  with  Peter  at  the  head. 

In  union  with  them,  we  are  in  union  with  Christ.  He  guarenteej; 
the  teaching  they  give  and  the  life  they  dispensed  to  us. 

In  the  miracle  of  feeding  the  five  thousand, the  Lord  asks 
the  disciples  to  feed  them  or  rather  wants  them  to  share  the 
burden  with  Him. He  acts  only  through  their  meag«r«  supply. 

He  commands  the  disciples  to  make  them  sit  upon  the  green 
grass  in  ranks  by  hundreds  and  fifties.  After  blessing  the 
loaves  and  fishes  He  gives  it  to  the  disciples  for  distribu- 
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tion.ln  this  there  is  an  indication  that  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel  has  to  be  done  through  the  disciples  and  that  an 
outline  of  the  structure  of  the  Church  has  been  suggested 
to  His  followers  even  during  the  time  of  Jesus. 

The  Lord  has  declared  in  ST  Matthew  what  kinds  of  people  are 
Messed  but  He  has  not  bestowed  this  blessing  to  anybody 
else  except  Peter  whom  He  entrusted  with  the  keys  of  Heaven. 
His  words  are  ’’Blessed  art  thou  Simon  BarJona”,  showing 
thereby  that  all  the  blessings  narrated  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  hehas  been  blessed  with.  When  asked  to  pay  the  tribute 
money , Christ  asked  Peter  to  pay  it  for  Him  and  Peter  only 
as  if  He  had  better  consideration  for  him  than  for  other 
disciples.  The  Synod  of  the  Apostles,  as  described  in  Acts, 
was  presided  over  by  Peter.  During  the  time  of  Christ,  A 
Apostles  and  the  Fathers  of  the  early  centuries,  Peter  was 
undisputably  the  head  of  the  visible  church.  The  sacred 
liturgy  and  prayers  of  the  Church  abound  in  instances.  St. 
Peter  established  his  thrdme  in  the  city  of  Antioch  in  the 
year  37  AD  and^followed  by  a  long  line  of  Patriarchs  begin- 

A 

ning  with  St  Ignasius  Noorono. Almost  all  the  Fathers  of  the 

early  centuryes  such  as  Ignasius , Clement , Iraneas ,Terthullian , 

Ivanius, Jerome, Augustine, Barsleebi  and  Michael  Rabo  have 
held  the  view  that  St  Peter  was  head  of  the  Church. The  pre¬ 
sent  Patriarch  of  Antioch  Zakka  the  first  is  the  144th 
successor  of  St  Peter  on  the  throne  of  Antioch. 

The  Catholicose  of  the  East  was  4  under  the  Patriarch  of  A 
Antioch  from  its  very  inception. The  canons  of  the  Syrian 
Crlhodox  Church  have  clearly  recorded  it.  It  was  started 
out  of  a  great  spiritual  need. Almost  the  whole  of  the  Middle 
East  and  even  Persia  were  in  the  sway  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
Later  the  king  of  Persia  fought  against  Rome  and  won  freedom. 
This  created  difficulty  in  people  of  one  country  entering 
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the  other.  People  in  countries  under  Persia  had  to  risk  theiR 

lives  in  going  over  toAS«  Antioch  or  Jerusalem. 

To  save  our  people  from  this  danger  an  Archbishop  with  powers 
to  consecrate  bishops  was  given  to  the  church  in  Persia. Later 
at  the  time  of  the  synod  in  Nicae  hewas  made  the  Catholicose 
of  the  East  under  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch. There  is  no  history 
or  tradition  that  tellsthat  the  Catholicose  was  ever  free 
and  independant  from  the  Patriarchate .On  the  other  hand 
there  are  instances  where  the  Catholicose  was  dethroned  for 
herecy  and  another  consecrated  and  appointed  in  his  stead. 

In  the  seventh  century  one  Catholicose  Simon  was  dethroned  for 
heresy  by  Patriarch  Kuriakose  of  Antioch  and  another  appointed 
in  his  place. And  it  is  a  clear  instance  of  Patriarch1 s  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  Catholicose. A  few  of  the  Catholicoses  happened 
to  embrace  Nestirianism  and  rebelled  against  the  Patriarch 
declaring  independance .On  sueh  occassions  the  Catholicoses 
were  replaced  by  others.lt  was  at  such  times  that  the  rela^i 
tion  between  the  Patriarch  and  the  Catholicose  was  disturb- 
fe-ed. 

The  present  trpuble  in  Kerala  arose  at  the  time  of  Geevar- 
gfeese  Mar  Dionesius  Metropolitan. He  defied  the  authority  of 
the  Patriarch  and  hence  was  excommunicated. This  led  to  a 
good  many  litigations. To  safeguard  his  position  Mar  Dione¬ 
sius  got  down  an  excommunicated  and  dethroned  Patriarch  who 
was  not  in  authority  and  power  to  consecrate  a  Catholicose. 
The  Patriarch  party  did  not  accept  the  Catholicose  or  the 
excommunicated  metropolitan  Mar  Dionesius. Litigations  conti= 
riued. There  were  eversomany  attempts  to  effect  a  compromise. 

At  last  in  1964  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch  came  to  India  and 

consecrated  a  Catholicose  with  powers  of  internal  admini¬ 
stration. Thus  the2divisions  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church 
after  some  years  of  quarrel  united  under  the  Catholicose. 
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This  lasted  for  about  a  decade. 

The  Catholicose  who  had  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Loya¬ 
lty  to  the  Patriarch  at  the  time  of  his  consecration  declared 
that  he  was  independant  from  the  See  of  Antioch,  that  the  Pa¬ 
triarch  does  not  have  even  spiritual  supermacy  over  the  Church 
in  India,  and  that  he  is  seated  on  the  throne  of  St  Thomas 
in  contrast  to  the  throne  of  the  Patriarch  of  St  Peter  in  Antioch 
He  managed  to  expel  the  Patriarch's  deligate  from  India. The 
members  of  the  Church  protested  against  the  Catholicose  and 
complained  to  the  Patriarch. The  Patriarch  called  for  expla¬ 
nation  from  the  Catholicose. He  denied  the  authority  of  the 
Patriarch  to  ask  him  explanation. The  Patriarch  called  together 
an  ecumenical  Synod  of  all  the  bishops  under  him. The  Catholi¬ 
cose  and  the  bishops  under  him  were  also  invited  for  the  Synod 
but  they  rejected  the  invitation  and  refused  to  attend  the 
synod. The  synod  afteut  5  days'  sitting  found  the  Catholicose  g#i 
guilty  and  requested  the  Patriarch  and  authorised  him  to  take 
necessary  action  against  the  Catholicose. Notice  was  served 
and  after  waiting  for  about  three  weeks  in  anticipation  of 
repenflance ,  he  was  excommunicated.  Soon  he  died  in  disgrace. 

Before  his  death  the  bishops  under  him  ordained  one  of  them 
as  Catholicose  with  the  designation  Mar  Thomma  Matthews  1 , 

the  Catholicose  of  the  East. Meanwhile  the  Patriarch,  at  the 

request  of  the  Faithful  in  India  and  abroad  and  as  decided 

by  the  Ecumenical  Synod  consecrated  one  Paulose  Philaxenos 

as  Catholicose  with  powers  of  internal  administration  all  ovoi 

India  and  further  East. 

The  Anti  Patriarch  party  quotes  the  decisions  of  the  Caph- 
thurtha  synod  from  a  book  of  canons  printed  in  Paris  with- 
out  any  imprimatur*  from  any  authority. In  his  introduction 
the  author  has  clearly  said  that  the  Catholicose  is  a  digni¬ 
tary  under  the  Patriarch  and  above  Metropolitans. He  has  also 
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stated  that  some  of  the  synod  decisions  are  not  acceptable. 
According  to  this  canon(the  author  is  a  catholic)  Pope 
is  the  supreme  Pontiff  of  Christendom. Several  courts  of  Kerala 
have  declared  this  canon  unauthentic ,yet  the  antipatriarch  * 
party  says  that  is  the  right  canon. The  party  holding  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Patriarch  has  a  canon  that  has  been  in  use  in 
the  church  for  centuries. ^All  litigations  the  civil  courts 
of  Kerala  have  accepted  it  as  genuime  and  authoritative. 
According  to  it  ’’The  Patriarch  is  the  head  of  the  Catholi- 
cose  and  he  should  be  subordinate  to  the  Patriarch  and  the 
Catholicose  should  obey  the  Patriarch  and  he  should  not 
defy  his  superior”.  In  the  book 'Mathasangathi'  written  by 
Ge*varghese  Mar  Dionesius,  the  earliest  leader  of  the  anti- 
patriarch  party,  he  said  ’’The  eclesiastical  supermacy  of 
the  Church  is  vested  in  Moran  Mor  Ignasius,  the  Patriarch 
who  reigns  on  the  apostolic  throne  of  Antioch  and  aewthe 
East.’ 

Till  1964  when  Patriarch  Yakub  the  third  consecrated  Mar 
Augen  as  Catholicose,  no  Catholicate  of  the  East  was  esta¬ 
blished  in  India.  What  Abdul  Messia  gave  was  not  the 
Catholicate  of  the  East  nor  was  it  shifted  from  Tigris£vide 
his  bull  produced  in  the  court).  According  to  the  Canon  of 
the  ChurcH^as  evident  from  church  history, the  Kerala  Syri¬ 
an  Chuch  has  ever  been  under  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch, though 
at  a  few  short  intervals  they  were  fgrced  to  remain  under  the 

the  yoke  of  Roman  and  Nestorian  churches. 

A-  The  antipatriarch  party  has  introduced  a  new  claim  that 
the  Catholicose  is  seated  on  the  throne  of  St  Thomas  which 
they  claim  is  equal  to  the  throne  of  St  Peter. This  is  a  throne 
not  heard  of  in  the  past.They  removed  the  name  of  the  Patriarch 
from  Amalogia , made  changes  in  the  fundamentals  of  faith, an 
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That  St  Thomas  came  to  India  ti  preach  the  gospel  is  a 
matter  of  dispute  among  historians.  The  pitiable  state 
of  the  church  in  Keraia,  having  no  shepherds  to  lead  the 
sheep  in  the  first  three  centuries  until  the  arrival  of  Thomas 
of  Cana  in  345, has  been  recorded  in  the  writings  of  Kurian 
Padiri,  Itoop  writer  and  E  M  Philip.  Only  from  Antioch, the 
throne  of  St  Peter,  we  were  able  to  achieve  episcopacy 
and  Apostolic  succession*  No  historian  has  ever  mentioned 
a  throne  attribted  to  St  Thomas*  The  newly  created  throne 
of  St  Thomas  is  baseless. 

The  Jacobite ( Syrian  Orthodox)  Church  does  not  have  much 
connection  with  pro^estant  churches*  Young  men  from  the 
former  go  for  theological  education  to  protestant  colleges. 

T  ey  imbibe  ideas  of  reformation  and  criticise  the  agelong 
traditions  and  practices  mf  this  ancient  church  which  is  not 
appreciated  by  the  elder  generation  of  the  ppesent-ge«e*»a44:eft 
day*  What  ever  is  good  in  other  churches  may  be  respected 
but  to  do  away  with  the  fundamentals  in  faith, tradition 
and  practices  of  the  Apostolic  age  and  times  of  the  early  <'*** 
Fathers  can  never  be  accepted  or  appreciated* 

— - - - -x - - -  ^  . 
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